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This brochure contains all the information you need about
the EuroTech Postdoc event. You can find an overview of
the programme and we introduce the speakers to you.
Click here to register for the workshops!

Enjoy!

On behalf of the organization committee

The Event

https://www.tue.nl/en/tue-campus/innovation-academy/subscription-form-eurotechpostdoc-event/


The programme
From 21 June till 9 July we offer several workshops

you can register for.

21 - 25 June

24 June: Entrepreneurship and startups –
a career opportunity for academics

Workshop

28 June - 2 July

29 June: Career Development
30 June: 

How to write an ERC grant
proposal

1 July: How to write a competitive
proposal for HorizonEurope

Workshops

5 - 9 July

5 July: PostDoc Association informal event
6 July: Career Development
7 July: Brainport Innovation Ecosystem
8 July: Career Development

Workshops



Eindhoven University of Technology is a young university, founded in 1956 by industry,
local government and academia. Today, their spirit of collaboration is still at the heart of
the university community. We foster an open culture where everyone feels free to
exchange ideas and take initiatives.

Eindhoven University of Technology offers academic education that is driven by
fundamental and applied research. Our educational philosophy is based on personal
attention and room for individual ambitions and talents. Our research meets the highest
international standards of quality. We push the limits of science, which puts us at the
forefront of rapidly emerging areas of research.

Our campus is in the centre of one of the most powerful technology hubs in the world:
Brainport Eindhoven. Globally, we stand out when it comes to collaborating with
advanced industries. Together with other institutions, we form a thriving ecosystem with
one common aim – to improve quality of life through sustainable innovations. 

Welcome to TU/e



24 June
Workshop: Entrepreneurship and startups –

a career opportunity for academics
Time: 9.15 - 13.00 hrs. 

 
 
 

Research and innovation go hand in hand. Academic explorations sometimes result in
founding a start-up company. In this event we have invited a number of academics
that have made the transition from academia to a start-up company. They will share
their personal experiences and they will elaborate on the various roles and
opportunities that academics can play in the process.

Speakers: Bart Nelissen, Menno Prins, Boudewijn Doctor, Jin Jack Tan

09.15 – 09.30     Welcome and introductions
09.30 – 10.30     Bart Nelissen on entrepreneurship in a nutshell
10.30 – 10.45     Short coffee break
10.45 – 11.15     Menno Prins – Helia Biomonitoring
11.15 – 11.45     Boudewijn Docter – EFFECT Photonics
11.45 – 12.00     Short coffee break
12.00 – 12.30     Jin Jack Tan - Sorama
12.30 – 12.45     Wrap up
13.00                     End of meeting

About the workshop



24 June
 

Bart Nelissen is Business Developer for TU/e. In this role he
supports Innovation by enabling commercialization of university
knowledge and expertise through collaborative research, patenting
and licensing and setting up spin-off companies.

Bart Nelissen

Menno Prins is full professor at TU/e in the departments of
Biomedical Engineering and Applied Physics. He is also co-founder
of Helia Biomonitoring, a company founded in December 2018,
specializing in biosensors.

Menno Prins

Boudewijn Docter became CTO at EFFECT Photonics after his PhD
period at TU/e in the Photonic Integration group. EFFECT Photonics
makes components for optical fiber networks, delivering modules to
clients such as Nokia and Ericsson.

Boudewijn Docter

Jin Jack Tan is a former EuroTechPostdoc fellow who decided to join
Sorama during his EuroTech fellowship where he is acoustic
research engineer and research team lead.

Jin Jack Tan

https://www.heliabiomonitoring.com/
https://effectphotonics.com/
https://www.sorama.eu/


29 June
Workshop: Exploring your career options – an

introduction
Time: 13.00-17.00 hrs.

 

Exploring your career options can be quite challenging. Where should you start and what
should you do, to get a better idea about yourself and on future career perspectives? This
workshop supports you to find out why you like what you do, what makes a job enjoyable,
interesting and motivating to you. Starting off with a questionnaire based on Schein’s
Career Anchors, we figure out your anchor, followed by group discussions to identify
positions and organizations that correspond to your needs. The second part of this
workshop will focus on networking for career orientation. Network meetings can be a
powerful way to find out more about positions, companies or sectors. What is networking
(and what not) and how to prepare for a network conversation? This workshop will help you
start making your own action plan, which can be included in your EuroTechPostdoc Career
Development Plan.

About the workshop

The trainers, Marijke Schobben, Saskia van Meurs and Mariëtte van
den Heuvel, work for EuFlex, the matchmaker between supply and
demand for technical top talent in the Brainport region since 1998.
EuFlex is a TU/e subsidiary, located in the heart of the TU/e campus.

About EuFlex

https://www.euflex.nl/en/


30 June
 Workshop: How to write an ERC

Time: 9.00-12.00 hrs.
 
 

9.00 -10.00 hrs: Daniël Lakens, keynote: Advice to a young scientist
10.00 -10.15 hrs: Coffee break
10.15 - 10.30 hrs: Digital walk-in
10.30-12.00: Esther Verhoeven, RVO: ’How to write an ERC’

When are you ready to apply for an ERC Grant? When is your idea ‘mature’ enough for you to
submit an ERC Grant application? What are the do’s and don’ts? During this webinar, you will
learn about ERC Grant application procedures and how to best prepare yourself.
The webinar will be introduced with a keynote from Daniël Lakens, associate professor at
TU/e in the department of Industrial Engineering and Innovation Sciences. 

About the workshop

Daniël Lakens is Associate Professor in the Human-Technology Interaction group at TU/e.
His main lines of empirical research focus on conceptual thought, similarity and meaning. He
also focuses on how to design and interpret studies, applied (meta-)statistics, and reward
structures in science. A large part of his work deals with developing methods for critically
reviewing and optimally structuring studies. He is member of several grant committees, and
has won a prestigious personal VIDI grant himself, making him not only an academic expert
on writing high quality proposals and academic profiles, but also a personal one.

Daniël Lakens

Esther Verhoeven works at the Netherlands Enterprise Agency as a national contact point
for ERC. For the past 10 years she has been supporting researchers from Dutch
organizations with their ERC applications by providing advice, workshops and feedback on
draft proposals.

Esther Verhoeven



1 July
Workshop: How to write a competitive proposal

for HorizonEurope
Time: 9.30 - 13.00 hrs. 

 
 
 

Dr. Sean McCarthy has been involved in all aspects of European Research since 1980.
He has been active as a researcher, research manager, research group leader, and
company director. Today he specializes in helping organisations design and implement
their European Research Strategies.

In 2017 the European Commission published a list of the top 100 universities and
research organisations participating in Horizon 2020. Dr. McCarthy has delivered
training courses in 74 of these top 100 universities and research organisations.
Since 1995 over 76,000 participants have attended his courses in 29 countries. He has
presented training courses on the Framework programmes in over 290 research
centres throughout Europe.

Visit the website

Please be aware that this workshop builds on the content of the ‘How to prepare for
HorizonEurope’ course we offered on 4 November 2020. In case you have not
participated in this course or if you want to refresh your memory we invite you to
watch the online tutorials in Sean McCarthy’s e-learning environment. Upon
registration for this course you will receive exclusive access to an invaluable 1,5 hour
recap in short movies.

About the workshop

http://www.hyperion.ie/seanmccarthy.htm


5 July
Workshop: Informal session hosted by the

TU/e Postdoc Association 
Time: 16.00-18.00 hrs.

 

As all of us, you are probably wishing for a long summer full of meeting people in real-life, al
fresco dining or some traveling. Unfortunately, we are not completely there yet in terms of
Corona measures, and the TU/e EuroTech Postdoc fellows and the TU/e Postdoc Association
(PDA) deeply regret that it is not possible yet to host the Eindhoven workshop on the TU/e
campus (and treat you to some drinks in the city center!). 

Instead, we will offer an informal online meeting for EuroTech fellows to get to know one
another. But don’t worry, this won’t be your regular social online meeting with logos instead
of faces and awkward silences! Instead, we invite you to spend some time with us in our
digital TU/e campus in Gather.town. First, you will get to know a bit more about the TU/e
PDA. Then, we will have a lively presentation on the quirks of (Dutch – but not only) culture
by Willem van Hoorn, who, as co-founder of the PDA and TU/e consultant for
internationalization, is actively involved in community building and social interactions.  

We will start the conversation on cultural differences in the big group, after which we will
make smaller groups and move to institution-specific break-out rooms. This will be an
excellent opportunity for you to share your EuroTech experience with others who spent time
at the same institution as a fellow or during a secondment. You will also get to know some
new fellows which you otherwise would meet at the buffet during a live event. We will then
have a plenary wrap up to discuss our findings and thoughts.

After that there will definitely be time to relax and have some fun: you can stick around for a
chat, some Dutch ‘gezelligheid’ and to play games with the other participants. And sure, feel
free to open a beer or indulge yourself with a mocktail to add to the atmosphere of an
informal evening with friends.

We hope to meet you in Gather.town!

About the workshop



5 July
 

16.00 – 16.10                        Welcome and opening
16.10 – 16.20                        Presentation of the PDA
16.20 – 16.50                        Willem van Hoorn on (Dutch) culture & group discussion 
16.50 – 17.10                        Discussion in small groups / break-out rooms
17.10 – 17.30                        Plenary session
17.30 – 18.00 (or later)       Let the games begin!

The programme

Lizeth was born in beautiful Mexico, where she studied Electrical
Engineering. Later she decided to move to Japan, where she
completed her PhD in 2015. This was followed by two years at Intel
Corporation, where she acquired hands-on experience in the
semiconductor industry. In 2017 she moved to Switzerland to work
at EPFL as a postdoc. Finally, since 2019 she is an EuroTech fellow
at TU/e, where she is enthusiastically working on AI research for
biomedical applications and wearable technologies.

Lizeth Gonzalez

Maria is originally from Romania and spent many years in Vienna,
Austria, where she obtained her PhD in 2016. After a short first
postdoc at the KU Leuven in Belgium, she moved to Eindhoven for
her second postdoc. She has been at TU/e since November 2018
and since January 2020 she is a EuroTech fellow. Her research is
focused on mechanics and ultrasound imaging of native and tissue
engineered cartilage. In January 2020, together with Willem van
Hoorn and a few other postdocs, she founded the TU/e PostDoc
Association of which she is currently vice-chair.

Maria Pastrama



5 July
 

By original professional training, Willem was a nuclear medicine
technologist. He practiced in several hospitals in The Netherlands.
He then moved to Eindhoven, to become the first teacher of nuclear
medicine technology of the (then new) School for Medical Imaging
and Radiation Therapy of Fontys University of Applied Science and
taught for over a decade. He first joined TU/e as a teacher trainer
(‘teaching the noble art of teaching’). But soon he got more and more
involved in setting-up programs and initiatives to help the many
hundreds of international TU/e researchers and their accompanying
spouses & partners feel at home, both at the university and in the
city of Eindhoven. One of Willem’s recent ‘darling projects’ (😊)
involves helping some very enthusiastic TU/e postdocs establish and
expand the TU/e Postdoc Association.

Willem van Hoorn

https://fontys.edu/Bachelors-masters/Bachelors/Medical-Imaging-and-Radiation-Therapy-MIRT.htm
https://www.tue.nl/en/
https://www.tue.nl/en/our-university/community/postdoc-association/


6 July
Title workshop: Exploring your career options –

an introduction
Time: 13.00-17.00 hrs.

 

Exploring your career options can be quite challenging. Where should you start and what
should you do, to get a better idea about yourself and on future career perspectives? This
workshop supports you to find out why you like what you do, what makes a job enjoyable,
interesting and motivating to you. Starting off with a questionnaire based on Schein’s Career
Anchors, we figure out your anchor, followed by group discussions to identify positions and
organizations that correspond to your needs. The second part of this workshop will focus on
networking for career orientation. Network meetings can be a powerful way to find out more
about positions, companies or sectors. What is networking (and what not) and how to
prepare for a network conversation? This workshop will help you start making your own
action plan, which can be included in your EuroTechPostdoc Career Development Plan.

About the workshop

The trainers, Marijke Schobben, Saskia van Meurs and Mariëtte van
den Heuvel, work for EuFlex, the matchmaker between supply and
demand for technical top talent in the Brainport region since 1998.
EuFlex is a TU/e subsidiary, located in the heart of the TU/e campus.

About EuFlex

https://www.euflex.nl/en/


D L Y  U R B A N  C L U B

Brainport Eindhoven is an innovative ecosystem in Southeast Brabant, consisting of a
strong high-tech manufacturing industry, an extraordinary design sector and a unique
cooperative model. The knowledge intensive manufacturing industry is characterized by
small-scale production of technically complex products. In addition, Brainport Eindhoven
has a vibrant creative industry, which offers lots of opportunities for innovative startups.

Brainport Eindhoven consists of 21 municipalities and many campuses, field labs and
innovation hubs. Every day, companies, educational and knowledge institutes and public
authorities are working together within this ecosystem, successfully developing chain
collaborations, open innovation and alliances. 

Welcome to Brainport



7 July
Workshop: The Brainport ecosystem

Time: 13.15-16.15 hrs 
 

13.15  – 13.30           Welcome and introductions
13.30 – 14.00            Opening session by Robert-Jan Smits 
                                       Presentation of a short movie about TU/e 
14.00 – 14.20            Naomie Verstraeten – Building ecosystems in Brainport 
14.20 – 14.40            Katja Pahnke - Eindhoven Engine as instrument for acceleration
                                       of innovation
14.40 – 14.50            Short coffee break
14.50 -  15.10            Marieke van Beurden – The Workplace Vitality Hub
15.10 – 15.30            Korneel Wijnand – Prodrive in the Brainport region
15.30 – 15.50            Mieke Zijlstra – Hybrid Teaching in the Brainport Region
15.50 – 16.00            Wrap up
16.15                            End of meeting

Programme

TU/e is situated in the Brainport Region, but what does that entail? Brainport
Eindhoven is a leading, innovative high-tech region that supports municipalities,
businesses and education with innovation in Southeast Brabant. During this session
we will introduce Brainport Eindhoven by inspiring talks from a selection of
stakeholders about this unique ecosystem.

Speakers: Robert-Jan Smits (President TU/e), Kantja Pahnke (Eindhoven Engine),
Marieke van Beurden (TU/e Vitality), Korneel Wijnands (TU/e Professor), Mieke Zijlstra
(Brainport Development),  Naomie Verstraeten (Brainport Development).

About the workshop

https://brainporteindhoven.com/en/


7 July
 

Robert-Jan Smits has been president of the TU/e executive board since
May 2019. He is the former Director-General of Research and Innovation
at the European Commission. In this position he has been the architect
over the past decade of the large-scale EU Research and Innovation
program Horizon 2020. He has also given shape to the run-up to the
future innovation programme Horizon Europe. Until his start at the
university Robert-Jan Smits was the Open Access Envoy of the European
Commission and launched the concrete policy proposal intended to
ensure that in 2020 all publicly financed academic publications are
indeed publicly available. 

Robert-Jan Smits

Katja Pahnke is managing director of Eindhoven Engine B.V.. Eindhoven
Engine accelerates innovation in the Brainport Region through
challenge-based research in its public-private research facility on co-
location at the TU/e Campus. Teams of the region’s most talented
researchers from industry, knowledge institutes and students
cooperates in Eindhoven Engine research programs to deliver
breakthrough technological solutions.

Katja Pahnke

Naomie Verstraeten is Program Director innovation, technologies &
markets at Brainport Development. Building ecosystems to strengthen
the Brainport high-tech and manufacturing industry innovation with a
primary focus on specific key enabling technologies to tackle societal
challenges through an integral model in which regional, national and
international collaboration is combined to create sustainable economic
growth and mutual benefit. 

Naomie Verstraeten

https://eindhovenengine.nl/


7 July
 

Korneel Wijnands has been full professor in Electrical Power Conversion
Components in the Electromechanics and Power Electronics group of the
Department of Electrical Engineering at TU/e since 2017. His research
focus is on high-frequency topologies and the reliability and lifetime of
power converters. He worked at Prodrive Technologies, a spin-off
company of the TU/e, for more than 23 years in several R&D and
management positions. Wijnands often collaborates with academic and
industrial partners.

Korneel Wijnands

Mieke Zijlstra is project manager internationalisation at Brainport
Development. Mieke’s special interest lies in hybrid teaching, a unique
Brainport region concept based on the spirit of cooperation and open
innovation between industry, knowledge institutes and public partners in
the Brainport region.

Mieke Zijlstra

Marieke van Beurden is program manager Human Vitality & Technology
at Eindhoven University of Technology. She focuses on strategic public-
private partnerships and networks that create impact in society, like the
Workplace Vitality Hub. This network is bringing together technology
partners and employer- and employee organizations in a Living Lab
setting. The overall goal is to improve the vitality and productivity of
people as well as building- and organizational performance, by
facilitating research and development of technological solutions. 

Marieke van Beurden

https://prodrive-technologies.com/
https://brainporteindhoven.com/en/


8 July
Title workshop: Exploring your career options –

an introduction
Time: 13.00-17.00 hrs.

 

Exploring your career options can be quite challenging. Where should you start and what
should you do, to get a better idea about yourself and on future career perspectives? This
workshop supports you to find out why you like what you do, what makes a job enjoyable,
interesting and motivating to you. Starting off with a questionnaire based on Schein’s Career
Anchors, we figure out your anchor, followed by group discussions to identify positions and
organizations that correspond to your needs. The second part of this workshop will focus on
networking for career orientation. Network meetings can be a powerful way to find out more
about positions, companies or sectors. What is networking (and what not) and how to
prepare for a network conversation? This workshop will help you start making your own
action plan, which can be included in your EuroTechPostdoc Career Development Plan.

About the workshop

The trainers, Marijke Schobben, Saskia van Meurs and Mariëtte van
den Heuvel, work for EuFlex, the matchmaker between supply and
demand for technical top talent in the Brainport region since 1998.
EuFlex is a TU/e subsidiary, located in the heart of the TU/e campus.

About EuFlex

https://www.euflex.nl/en/


REGISTER FOR THE WORKSHOPS

https://www.tue.nl/en/tue-campus/innovation-academy/subscription-form-eurotechpostdoc-event/

